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Aruban society, like all others, has its truimphs, its 
tribulations and its problems. Problems are generally the cen- 
tral concern of most citizens and this is what I would like to 
deal with in this paper. Among the problems to be discussed 
are crine, prostitution and alcoholism or otherwise those clas-~ 
sified as forms of deviant social behavior. | 

Anthropology is the science of man and this includes his 
patterns of social behavior, therefore I feel the study of 
deviant social behavior will have some significance into the 
study of Aruban society. One question that existed in my mind 
as I began my research was: Has Aruba suffered an increase in 
crime and other forms of deviant behavior due to the growing 
secularization and complexity of human affairs as other modern 
societies have? The ccnelusion that I have drawn from the in- 
formation collected during my research was that Aruba has also 
suffered. Aruba is a fast growing island partly because of 
tourism but also with an increase in population, its deviant. 
behavior is becoming more evident. 
iethdds. 

In order to present a fairly accurate account of the con- 
ducted research, a discussion of the field methods employed 
would be aS appropriate now as at any other time. A discussion 
of the research methods before the research account, will give 
nore insight as to why such results were obtained. 

Fieldwork is always an attempt to answer questions and 


these questions are to serve some significant function. Inter= 


RRs secrete teeta tate ncatetne teen cc an 


ests.and problems must be defined precisely to allow for the 
excluding of irrelevant material. Fieldwork generally ecupiots 
of observation, interpretation and comparison rather than ex- 
periment. There are standard methods which are employed by 
anthropologists and other social scientists with variations to 
suit individual needs. Some of the standard methods with brief 
descrintion will follow, 

_ Observation is one method employed frequently. It. involves 
objective observation and participant observation. Observation 
should only be used if interpretation remains unbiased. Partics... 

dpant observation may present problems if role establishment 
has not been made or if the researcher becomes too involved 23 
@ participant and cannot make accurate accounts due to increa= 
sed personal complexities. At times the stranger value may be 
an important asset. 

Interviewing is also another method utilized, Interviews 
maybe either direct of open-ended. The directed interview-has 
specifies goals to be fulfilled whereas an open-ended interview 
covers topics that are not directly related to the research 


subject but in many cases establishe® @ foundation for future 


interviews. Correlations that had not occurred to the ehnahl 
viewer may be recognized by what the interviewee states at some 
time or another. | 

Questionairres are ina source of information but re- 
‘sults are not as fruitful with this method. Many do not return 


the questionairres and there is also the poss ibility of mis— 
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interpretation on the part of the informant, especially if the 
questionairre is not in his native language. 

Collection of data extends also to the use of documents, 
records, census materials and indices. This information can 
also be used on a comparative basis depending on the application 
of research findings. 

Other methods available are the use of cameras (movie and 
still) and tape recorders. The two aforementioned research 
tools should be treated as valuable aids but should not become 
the basis of dependency for information. When using a camera 
all available information should be listed in a log book next 
to the frame number. Readings should be taken for tapes as to 
where certain topics appear on the tapes. They should also be 
numbered and kept in file. Some sort of filing system is a 


must for all research material. 


Translators and interpreters are also vaiuable assets, It © 


is important to learn the language of those people being studied 


for any intensive research but occasionally, translators and 


interpreters must be employed. It is advisable to have at least. 


two people fluent in the language for a basis of comparison for 
accuracy. 

Key infcrmants, when available, prove to sive considerable 
insight in many areas which would otherwise be inaccessable. 
A key inforzant is one who is knowledgeable and helpful in your 


3 
area of study and others and is capable of leading you to other 


sources of information: 





When conducting my own research, I followed some of the 


standard methods. My main sources of information are discussed 


below. | 
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The majority of my information was obtained through direc- 
ted interviews. On occasion I resorted to open-ended interviews 
especially with those informants who requested anonymity. Those 
informants who requested anonymity were generally those close 
to my own age and frequently I had to establish my role as a 
fies.dworker in order to refrain from too close personal contacts. 
The establishment of rapport was extremely necessary in certain 
cases since some of my informants were hesitant and sometimes 
reluctant to give me the information requested. Upon various 
occasions I encountered indignant replies. 

Statistics have been obtained from the annual police re- 
ports.but have been taken out of direct context. These. reports 
were a valuable aid to my research but were, however, entirely 
din Dutch, I was then in a position to employ another research 
method, that of a translator. The information was translated 
and double-checked with a copy of a Dutch dicticnary. Other 


statistical information was gatycrea through the services of 


“the Office of the Prosecutor to whom I am greatiy appreciative. © 
| The use of a tape-recorder was not employed since I did 
not, at the time, feel a direct need for such a tool, The use 
of a camera was utilized. since I wished to photograph certain 
elements of material culture. I was not permitted to do so and 


the camera, therefore, was not put to its greatest possibilities. 





Questionairres, I felt would not have aided my research 
to any great extent and were therefore disresarded as a tool. 
Other information that has been utilized comes fron direct 
and participant observation when no other neans seemed avail~ 
able. 

The information obtained may have varied if different 
operational methods had been employed but for the short time 
involved, I tried to put the methods I felt would yield the 
nost productive results. Better results would have been ob- 
tained had the time span increased sreatly end had the field 


worker involved been more experienced. At present, I feel that 


the use of a tape recorder may have aided my study in certain 


instances but in others, I recall hesitancy upon the part of 


the informant as to my even taking notes. My research material 


was written in duplicate but my systen of filing left much to 


be desired. . | 

Now that methods have been discussed, actual research data 
can be given with the employed methods taken into consideration 
to validate results. It is generally acceptable to start from 
the beginning and so this begins with the origin of criminal 


law. 


Criminal Law 


Criminal laws involve the statutes that specify the legal 
entity “crime" and carry penalties invoked against said "crin= 
inals*®, They prohibit or compel instances of conduct which are 


believed to be damaging to the welfare of the society or state, 





dn this case, the island of Aruba. Criminal laws exist in cone 


trast to civil laws which are gonerally described as a body of 
legal rules governing the conduct of individual persons in their 
private lives. The research conducted extends only to criminal 
Jaws and not civil laws. The making of criminal laws represents 
a fundamental social process and in the case of Aruba, a terri- 
tory of the Netherlands Antilles, this process is conducted in 
Holland. . 

Criminal law also involves social sentiments. The law may 
have strong public support or complete minimum. The social sen- 
timents are also indicators of social values. There are certain 
crimes whieh sociel scientists refer to as "crimes without vic~ 
tims", This term may not be familiar to Aruban society but 
these crimes ordinarily include abortion, homosexuality, and 
are addtethon. In many cases this extends to prostitution and 
alcoholism. These acts are labeled "crimes without victims" 
since they involve voluntary acts. Although prostitution and 
alecholism are not crimes on Aruba, for the sake of discussion, 
I will include them in “crime without victims" to preserve the 
continuity of voluntary acts. 


Crime may be defined ss an intentional act or omission in 


violation of criminal law, committed without defense or justif- 


ication and sanctioned by the state. In Aruba, most offenses 
are either crimes or ees Guilt end innocence varies 
when defense is involved. When a crime is committed, you are 


considered innocent until proven guilty; but when a violation 





is committed, you are considered guilty until innocence is pro- 


ven. 
The Police 

An account of the Police Department of Aruba will be given 
to give a more complete description of fe total fectors influ- 
encing a specific sector of Aruban society. 

The Netherlands Antilles consists of four territories: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, and the three Windward Islands of 
St. Maarten, St. Eustatius and Saba. The territories are re- 
ferred to as eiland territories and are entrally controlled by 
a Lt. Governor and his deputies. He is a representative of the 
Queen. and his office is maintained in Willemstad, Curacao... law 
enforcenent, including the police and justice departments; also 
comes under the control of the Governor in Willemstad. Locally 
the eiland territories are controlled by a Chief of Police, 

The Korps Politie Ndderlandse Antillen of the eilend Aruba 
has ‘a population of apzroximately 60,000 syread over 190° square 
kilometers. The system is one of decentralization and the op= 
erations are conducted from individual departments. ‘The Police . 
Department is also responsible for firefighting and they main- 
tain an excellent record for the control of the fires. There is 
‘@ Shortage of personnel, so the Fire Brigade is an added burden 
to the police. 

.. The Justice Department, itself, is divided into two sections: 
1) Detective and, 2) Juvenile. ‘The Detective Division handles 


crime for those above 16 and the Juvenile Division for those 








15 and under. The Juvenile Division may handle offendents who 


are older, depending on the offense (rape, child abuse). The 
Juvenile Division consists of two wen (in Oranjestad plus two 
in Sint Nicolaas) with a rather suall office. The Juvenile 
Division also includes the Moral Division and this accounts for 
their handling of prostitutes and pornography. 

There is a shortage of personnel and this requires the 
addition of overtime hours. Overtime personnel are required 
eneedetea tly for special events, curnival, elections, guarding 
of ships, and sports events. In 1969 alone, 31,918 hours of 
overtime were paid out. As of Decembar 31, 1969 there ere 238 
employees, making the average overtime hours 133 per employee. 

Training and examinations are given yearly for assistant 
inspectors and officers. First class policemen are eligible for 
officer training. All police personnel are reauired to attend 
target practice twice a month at the practice lanes of Vela. 
Practice is concentrated in the use of pistols with ccmpetition 
practice held at the end of each year. 

Public hostility towards the police does exist. Policemen 
are the targets of negative responses from citizens probably 
since the beginning of organized law enforcement and Aruba is 
no exception. Police officers have suffered bodily hinhen 
due to unreported assaults by citizens. On the other hand, the 
police officers ane not giways gentle. Police violence does 
exist in various cases. Police officers have repeatedly used 


violence in the use of force to extract confessions or informa= 


tion from Suspects. One excuse given is to help make arrests 
and another is to obtain respect from hostile or defiant per- 
sons. I have not at any point in my research come across racial 
attitudes in the Police Department. I am not claiming that it 
does not exist, merely that I have not come across any. 
fhe Justice Department is responsible for charging a sus- 

pected law offender and bringing him to court. Before going 
to court, the Office of the Presecutor is involved. ‘The crin=- 
inal processing is set into action by the arrest of an individ 
val by the’ police, who take him into custody end proceeds from 
there... Following is a summary of what happens to a suspected 
law offender, . 

‘The Office of Counsel for the Prosecution of the Attorney 
General (Parket Procureur Generaal) is located in Curacao. The 


attorney general handles the civil cases whereas the district 


' attorney handles criminal cases. The attorney general handles 


eivil cases for Holland also. The office in Curacao also han= 
dles the cases that occur on Bonaire, St. Maarten, Saba and . 
St. Eustatius. The office has under the attorney general, a 
district attorney and two assistant district attorneys. Under 
these, there are also two assistants to the assistant district 
attorneys. Aruba has a district attorney and an assistant 
district attorney. 
Handlins of Criminal asre 

Criminal cases are handled as follows: police officers 


arrest an individual and must: file an official report. This 


LO 


report is called a "proces—verbaal" cherie a@ person with ei- 
ther a crine (misdrijven) or a vialation (overtredingen). The 
report has many copies and one must be sent to the office of 
the proseoutor within six hours, Six hours is the time limit 
allowed between arrest and filing of the "proces-verbaal"., The 
form is filed only if the offendent is kept in custody. The 
arresting officer may release the off sade within 24 hours. If 
‘the form is filed though, the offendent gets a copy. 

: Between the hours of 8P.M,. and 8A.M., the six hovr limit 
does not apply. If, for example, a man is arrested at 9P.Me, 


the report must be completed with the six hour limit beginning 


alias at 8A.M. the following morning. Therefore, the report must de 


“submitted by at least 2P.M. This is often the case with intox- 


“ deated men spending the night in jail without an official record, 


The case may then take either of two routes--one to prose= 

- eute and the other, net to prosecute, If prosecution is decided 
“upon, a citation is written and a copy is given to the SPPshderite. 
Then the case goes to court. If the decision is not to prose= 
cute, and the offender requests a court case, the final decis- 
don is made by the judge. 

3 The local police may only keep a person in custody for a 
period of four days. After that time has lapsed, the prosecue 

tor must make his decision as to what he plans to do with the 

case of the offender. With this decision plus a petition to 


‘ + 
the judge, enables the prosecutor to keep the person in custody 


for an additional six days. If the gathering of evidence is 
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peing continued and will probably extend over the additional 
six days, the prosecutor may ask permission of the judge to 
keep the offender in custody eight additional days. After this 
time, they are generally brought to court. The average time 
span for a case to appear in court is thres weeks, If more 
evidence is required, eight additional days may be tagged on, 
or eight additional weeks depending on the case, with the in~ 
tention of going to court. The eight week and eight day addi-~ 
tionals are seldom used. 
Court System | 7 

The court system plays an important role in law enforcenent. 
The system in Aruba is set up basically as those in Holland. 
The system ig divided*into three levels the first being "Gerecht 
en Eerste Aanleg" literally Court in the First Instance. This 
court’ has only one judge and handles mostly violation cases, 
(see photographs in appendix). The second level is "Hof van 
Justitie" or the High Court. This court has three judges and 
the attorney general sitting in. In both cases there is a court 
reporter whereas in neither cage is there a jury. There is 
never a jury at an Aruban court. fhe judge is the deciding 
factor as to guilt or innocence and also where sentence is con= 
cerned, A six month sentence is eoneeatiy requested by the 
prosecution, but the judge makes the actual decision. These 
judges have all studied a and practiced for at least five 


years before appointment. 


The next level is the “Hoge Raad der Nederlandse" or the 
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Supreme Court located in Holland. This court handles court 
procedures not actual cases and makes decisions as to the le- 
gality of procedures followed. An appeal may be wade on any 
level. 

Ths courts say present witnesses whose testimonies are 
regarded as reliable. Alibis are checked and all possible 
“evidence is gathered. A perjury charge is brought egainst 
those who are found to ve giving false testimony. Witnesses 
may not be necessary but evidence is mandatory since the word 
or confession of the accused is not enough for conviction. 

Duteh is the official language in court but at times an 
interpreter may be necessary. There are some people.on: the. 
island who do not speak Dutch. It is not necessary though to 
have a Tenaya The acused may wish to defend himself. The 
prosecutor always speaks first in court and therefore the des] 
fendent's lawyer or the aecused himself, has the lest word in 
court. 3 

The government may supply a lawyer upon request and this 
is handled by the Department of Social Affairs. The Department 
of Social Affairs employs two layyers to handle civil and crim=- 
inal cases for the people. This service has been in effect 
_ gince about 1959. ‘The lawyers sre paid F1.175 for each case 
by the government. A free lawyer is given upon request if the 
person is in possession.of an issued card. The cards are issued 
upon application to those whose annual income for the previous 


year was under F1l.2,600. These people must maintain residence 


(OAT remeron tetra ere ea 
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on Aruba. 

There is an average of three applications a day, where 
most are divorce cases. In such cases, a husband may have one 
lawyer and his wife, the other lawyer. In divorce cases though, 
if the husband's annual income is F1.10,000 or more, the wife 
cannot obtain a free lawyer even though she personally has no 
income, 

Aruba has two lawyers to handle these cases and there are 
also two in Curacao. The lawyers in Curacao are also response 
ible to handle cases for Bonaire, St. Maarten, Saba and St. 
Eustatius. | 

The court files are kept in a small fire proof room locate 
ed in the courthouse near the judge chambers. ‘The files,. them 
selves, appear to be in cardboard containers. These files are 
‘kept in order and are complete, 

Criminal Statistics 

Silke, Criminal statistics must be treated with skepticism since 
hidden orime does exist. Most lawbreakers try to keep their 
violations secret and some cases are just not reported, so what 
we find is the blind truth. Certain crimes have been increasing 
according to reports but this may be only a statistical artifact. 
It could be either an improvement in reportins or that society 
has more interest now and is paying more attention to criminals 
end their crimes. This is a question which has been left un 


answered. 7 


On the next few pages will be reported the criminal break= 
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down for 1968 and 1969 for Oranjestad and Sint Nicoleas. It 


will be broken down with regard to offenses in Detective (Crime 


inal Investigation Department) Division and Juvenile Division, 


and crimes reported compared to those actually Solved. Those 


reported will appear in column A and column B will represent 


those actually solved. 


Following the analysis will be a break 


down for those taken into custody for 1968 and 1969 according 


to offense and age, also followed by a brief analysis. 


ee Breakdovm 1968 


Disorderly conduct 
Sadistic action 


ee Disrespectings Authority 
-. Perjury 


Forgery 


2S Gedime against civil st. 


Sexual crimes 


Offending 


‘Crine against. personal 
a freedom 
. Crime against life 


a Ill treatment 


Death be fault 
Simple theft 
Qualified theft 
Poaching 

Blackmail 
‘Embezzlement 

Freud 

Destruction 

Aidins a criminal 
‘Biseellaneous regula 
tions in transit 
Lottery reszulation 
~BPpium regulation 
Other crimes 

Totals 


% Solved 








Table I 
Detective Juvenile 
er oe Oranjestad 
A B A B 
a: ery ee - 
1 x ~ “ 
ae ~ = 
1 - + 
\ oy Se 
1 “3 “ - 
ee H2 “218 18 
er 2] ~- ~ 
30 30 2 2 
Zur 2. te = 
114 111 4 4 
167 60 26. «14 
76° £27 e2e 16 
ay. 19 ~ - 
a - ~ 
73 +36 ii 5 
iS 15 ~ ~ 
132-123, = = 
24 24° - - 
a 3 - ~ 
: Ss ees 7 7 
Je 390 a 00 


13% 





Detective Juvenile 
Sint Nicolaas 
A B 





A B 

7. 3° 6i- 8 

30. we, fe 
a: ao 

2 2 -.. xs 

9 95 5 5 
96 43 38° 32 
99 65 25 ig 
So oe ight gs 

a 

19 15 1 1 
a. re 
3 3 = = 

ba. ded ~ ~ 
: a (on ee 


18% 83% 
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Crime Breakdown 1969 fable If 
Detective Juvenile Détéetive Juvenile 
Oranjestad ; . Sint Nicolaas 
Disorderly conduct - er a ae 
- Sadistic action 1 - eA 1 ~ = 
Disrespecting mer L ey: 5 5 - - « a 
Perjury rs ~ = - - om 
Forgery —-— ew Pa oo os 
Crime against civil st. 1 1 -~ = -~_ - ae 
Sexual crimes Bo a’ ae ie & ae 3 3 
Offending 265-25 - = 18 18 - = 
Crime against personal = a 
freedom Ae - Le) - 10 «6210 - 
Crime ageinst life 5 5 - = 1 3 ae 
Ill tres iment 125 124 6 6 105-104 RB «fk 
Death by fault - = se - - as 
Simple theft ee be 19. 8 61 2] 36 22 
. tualifieda theft 150 8% 16 47 71 24 29.27 
. Poaching Be Be we ae seit oe 
Blackmail - = a +. 2 i ti 
‘Embezzlement Por oe Go 6 -— 
Pea Ts Os. Fos - = 5 § ot. “ei 
_ Destruction $3,378 14 OB . 16. 9 : 
Aiding a criminal 4 a: - = a 2 wot a 
. Miseellaneous regula- 
tions in transit Pe -~ = - - a 
Lottery resulation _. Tia f -— = 2 2 — 
Opium regulation 5 - = -. = ee 
(Other crimes 6  §.. 9 9g a pee se 
totals (eye st 
% Solved. 71% 67% FOR - 50% 


From the statistics gained for the previous two years, 
there appears to be a. decrease in total nunber of crimes come 
mitted (reported) except for the Detective Division in Cranjes-— 
tad. Crime trends cannot be adequately streind <6 cover only 
a two year period but from the statistics gathered, it is evie 

dent that theft (simple and qualified) and ill treatment are. 
the areas of greatest concentration among the adult population 


of Aruba. The Juvenile crime is varied but the areas of great- 
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est concentration are theft (simple end qualified) and sexual 
crimes. . | 

: As for the solution of crimes reported, there eppears to | 
pe a marked: decrease specifically in Sint Nicolaas. It is true 
that there had been a decrease in crimes reported so logically 
the..percentage of thoge solved should have increased instead. 
‘shia was a drastic Seepenne in the cass of the Juvenile Divi- 
sion. In 1968 they solved 83% of the crimes as compared to 

50 in 1969. Within the years 1968-1969 there had been a slight 
increase in personnel so shortage of personnel cannot be the 
answer for the decrease in cases solved. There was only one 
apparent increase in cases solved and that was with the Detective 
Division in Oranjestad with a 4% increase. Aside from that, the 
renainder decreased. I do not at this tine know any possible | 
answer as to why this occurred. 

| Following is a listing of those in custody for 1968 and 
1969 according to crime and age, Age varianta have been broken 
down into ten year periods for the purpose of clarity, and 


understanding, 


2 — tern or ce RED 
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Custod Breakdown 1968 fable III Motale247 


uhder 16..-16=29. 26435 36-45 46-5 
ee ee 
58 36 12 
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VS? 
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NST 








Manslaughter 

Thert 

Theft with violence 

Destruction 

ill treatment w. weapon 

Heavy ill treatment 

perjury 

Threat 

Import of goods without 

declaration 

Fencing, receiving 

Forgery 

Arson 

Embezzlement in service 

Embezzlement 

Violence with openly 
united force against 
persons or goods 

Swin dling 

Forcing to lewd actions 

Lewdness with underaged 

Lewd action with someone 
under the age of 15 = 

Adultery with someone. 
between 12-15 ~ 

Opium regulations ~ 


Petit tpwt 


tt Awe 


Derege 
ei iH ro po ft & Pm Ost 
PRE aN WHRoONMD 
Hibtee ” 

; $ $b) sd Ewt 
tttrmnk ¢ } re i > f 


eee 

tt Rw 
mo Fie SE 
i #se: 
t iret 


j 
i 
' 


tandreys 
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| 

' 
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Custody Breakdown 1969 |Table IV_ Total=158 





wns 16 16-25 26-35 36-45 4 
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A 

I 
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Wansluughter 

Theft 

Theft with violence 

Destruction 

ill treatment w. weapon 

Heavy ill treatment 

Threat 

Fencing, receiving 

Arson 

Envezzlenent 

Blecknail 

Violence with ove only 
united force against 
persons or z00ds 

Swindling A 

Bigamy 3 

Forcing to lewd actions 

Lewdness with underased 


nop 


pirtertte vt twt 


WH ERPNUNWaAnA 
Pint rrU tw! 
prttePiriirt 


fttePrott iin 


Piet 


— 
20 
3 
1 
9 
a 
6 
i 
pA 
«a 


continued o on next page 
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Breakdown 1969 cont. 





under 16 16-25 26-35 35-45 465-55 56-65 





Lewd action vith some— 


one under age of 15 - - = n8 - he 
Adultery with someone : . 

petween 12-15 - 1 ~ ~ - ~ 
Adultery with someone 

under age of 12 - 1 = = ~ - 
Opium regulation = 4 4 ~ ~ ine 


It is quite obvious that theft is by far the greatest area 
of those in custody for 1965 and 1969 particularly among the 
16-25 age bracket. after cee of 45 there is a sharp decrease in 
crime, By Gonna ina the crime breakdown with those held in cus- 
tody, it can be seen that the crime trends follow similar pat- 
terns. Upon careful calculation, it can also be noted that not 
ell cases solved ended with someone serving a sentence. It can 
be assumed therefore, that in some cases there was not sufficient 
evidence for conviction and that in other cases a conditional | 
sentence may have been issued. This does not mean that inno~ 
cence should be disregarded. Conditional sentences will be - 2 
discussed along with probation and correctional ineetutends 

Crimes may be discussed on various levels and in wide vare 
dation. I will not discuss the crimes and criminals of Aruba 
in any specific order asidé from maintaining the five crimes 
previously labeled “crimes without victims" in one section. For 
a beginning, I may as well start with juvenile crime. 
Juvenile Crime . 

In Aruba most juvermile crimes involve theft, mostly pro- 


perty crimes such as bicycles, games, baseball bats, snorkels, 


ete. Occasionally though, theft involves the stealing of food, 
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Most of the crimes committed are done on an individual basis. 
Juveniles are rarely involved in group offenses. They do not 
have any gangs per se but occasionally grouos of 2-3-4 are 
involved in small thefts euch as breaking and entering. 

In 1967-68 in Sint Nicolaas there was a more organized 
group labeled a gang who used chains for attacking people for 
money.and sex, They are all on record now but havé disbanned, 
They were sentenced to one year in jail ond then stopped all 
activity. | se it we 
7 There is oné group at present which some label a gang but 
in effect is not. It is more of a social club. The nane of the 
group is the Savage but it consista of young adults who set to- 
gether, play music, and dance. It is strictly a social gather- 
ing and not a gang meeting. 

Motorcycle groups can be found on the island but group 
' activities extend only to races. There has been no evidence of 
group fights and this 4s believed to be partly influenced by 
parental guidance since most young groups are believed to be off 
the streets fairly early. I cannot agree with this line of re~ 
asoning since parental guidance is not as strong as Arubans 
would like to believe, I have also seen evidence that thes 
young motorcycle groups are out fairly late so therefore this 
ds not a factor for lack of group fights. Most of these boys 
are young, vivacious andsnot prone to fighting. They seem to 
‘enjoy life too much to become involved in so-called "gang wars". 


A question that comes to mind is: Does the break in the 
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family crucially affect the social control of the juvenile?. In 
Arube there are many cases of broken homes and this may play a 
strong role in accounting for juvenile delinquency. Delinquency 
for ithe sake of elarity, is the violation of a conduct norm, the 
violation being prohibited by law, In moderate cases these. 
norms are enforced by the family and in extreme cases by the 
police, the courts and correctional institutions. A broken’ ~* 
home may be defined as a household in which the child has been 
deprived of one or both natural parents by death, divorce, sepe 
aration or other causes, or in the case of illegitimacy, the 
father was never present. A break in the home could impair the 
effectiveness of rearing children, and thus alters the force of 
social control. Since there is such a high rate of illegiti- 
macy and with the increase of divorcee, the broken home is hse 
ably a significant factor when discussing the causes of juvonile 
delinqueney on Aruba, It is not the only factor since a multi- 
tude of factors bears some redationship to crime and delinquency. 
White Collar Crime fe 
White collar crime may be defined as a crine counties Ay 
@ person of respectability and high status in the course of his 
occupation. Many of these violators prefer to conform te the 
law but feel that economic situation demands deviant conduct. 
White collar crime is believed to be focreuming on Aruba but the | 
only statistical figure to support this is that of embezzlement. 
Glancing at the avaitevie figures, the increase is not that 


great but from discussions, white collsz crime is believed to 
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be on the increase in other areas in which there are no sta- 
tistics. 
Gambling 
Gambling of various kinds meets certain human needs. It 
may for the Aruban introduce an element of hope into a life 
“which is believed to be one of failure and despair. The chance 
of winning offers an opportunity to demonstrate a certain mas- 
tery over his life. In Aruba, though, gambling cannot offer 
this too frequently. The Arubans must register when they go 
to the casinos and can only go a specific number of times a 
year. Gambling at the casinos, therefore, is regulated for the 
Aruban. . 

The casinos, however, do not provide the only element for 
gambling. Cockfighting which is illegal on the island, tekes 
place every Sunday afternoon. There are about seven fights 
each week and the bets flow continuously. Nost of the cocks 
are bred apenifivally for fighting. The age variant is from... 
about 12-75 but betting occurs only on a large scale for those 
beginning about age 28. Below that age group, betting occurs 

on a much smaller seale. Even those who do not gamble their 
money, enjoy the fights and are thus participating in an ille- 
gal action. . 
Murder and Assaults 

Miurders are very siarequent on the island but there are 
many cases of assault. Knifings are quite frequent on the island 


but there are no specific rates for this. The people are very 











22 


calm when knifings occur since it is regarded as part of their 
culture. Many domestic and barroom fights end in assault. 
Sexual Deviation 

Under sexual deviation I will only list rape, incest and 
pornography. Other acts such as homnosexvality and prostitution - 
will follow under the heading of "crimes without victins". 

Rape does exist on the island of Aruba an@ the blind truth 
particularly exists in these cases. The statistics available © 
are not an actual reflection ofthe erime incidence since many 
are ashamed to admit being raped. 

The sentences for rape vary from one day to twelve years. 


For example: if a girl is unconscious, tho mgximun sentence is 





eight years; for those under twelve years old, twelve years; 
for those 12-18, anceight year sentence. One a last year 
involved a young married fether of 23 anda girl of 13. He was 
only sentenced to nine months for his crime. 
| Cases of incest also oceurs involving fathers and daughters 
but particularly between sister and brother. Sex is a frequent 
activity on the island and with the high percentage of illegit— 
imany, many do not realize sibling relationships. Sexual inter= 
course that occurs between those in such relationships is looked 
upon fairly lightly since it can be reduced to lack of knowledge. 
Incest existing between father and daughter though, is abhorred 
by Aruban society. . 

Pornographic maberidl is generally believed to be evidence 


of some sexual deviation since it is a depiction of erotic 
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behavior intended to cause sexual excitement. Pornography on 
Aruba is relatively frequent but compared to most countries, 
the incidence is low. It is vratically immoastbie to locate 
where the books and pictures are coming from. One belief that 
exists is that they come form Colombia and Venezuela via shipse 
Films are said not to be found on Aruba but upon further inves-~ 
tigation I found this statement invalid. 
"Crimes without Victims" 
Abortion | 
3 Abortion is illezal on the island but there are doctors 
who perform such services. If an ebortion is requested, fre~ 
quently the women are advised to go to Colombia to have it per- 
formed. The females who are aborted represent a cross section 
of the island's population. They are from different economic, 
religious and ethnic groups where some are married and some are 
not. : 
Homosexuality 

Homosexuality is a moral problem on the island. There are 
approximately ten males on register as.homosexuals but many on 
the island are believed to be letent homosexuals. The sentence 
for homosexuality is four years. There has been, on occasion, 
cases where young boys indulge in homosexual acts for payment, 
At present I cannot give any causeil explunation as to why homo-~ 
sexuality exists on Aruba except possibly the strong female~ 
centered family (mother dominated) which at times is believed to 


be a factor. Lesbianism is rare and therefore not regarded as 
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a problem. 


Prostitution 


; Prostitution is not regarded as a crine but as a problem. 
It is recognized as legal and necessary to meet the needs of 
employees of the Refinery and the tankers that dock in the har~ 
bors. The eo are on record, as to age, time of first 
card (registration). medical reports and 3 photograohs. There is 
a medical check every week. | 

| The owners of the hotels in which they operate send them 
to the doctor or the clinic so that a check on venereal disease 
can be made. The hotel owners must maintain their reputations. 
The doctors must report whether or not theycare sick. If they 
are sick, they are sent home innediatély to their native land. 
Et Shey: contact a disease they are never permittei to enter 
Aruba. again. . | 

Many of the speaidiaten are from the Dominican Republic 

aa Colombia. They come under the name of shoppers on their 
pernits which enable them to stay for a period generally from 


ten days to two seeks. The girls do alot of traveling and if 


they contact VD ws Aruba, they can take their business to another 


country. 

If an Aruban girl, who is a practicing prostitute, contacts 
VD, a cure is offered. They ere forbidden to return to work 
until they receive a doctors! approvals after which they can 
return ta the normal state of affairs. 


Occasionally a.boy may be brought in if he contacts VD. 
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He is then sent to Medical Headquarters for treatment. If the 
voy is underaged, the parents are asked to reveal who he was 
wit:, in order to keep the disease under control. 

In Aruba the prostitutes are not ae organized as they are 
A Curacao, In Curacao they congregate in Campo Allegra and 
are thus under control. In Aruba, However, they do segregate 
into a "red light" district and these hotels are generally well 
known to id lcd One hotel handles approximately 125 men 
each weekend. 

‘The average charge is Fl.10~F1.15 and the girls make = 
quite well, Evidence of this ean be seen in the clothing they 
wear. Their clothing is generally of better quality, bright in 
colyr and suggestive in nature. They also have much jewelry 
which they claim was given to them b; clients. Clothing and 
jewelry are evidence of prostitute naterial culture. 

3 The prostitutes are given cards whieh enable them to _prac= 
tice freely (certain requirements mast be met). The youngest 
to receive a card in Aruba was fifteen. She was born in 1951 
and in 1964 her mother brought her in to report on her daughter's 
activities. She was issued a card in 1965, The old are as 
frequent as the young. There are some who were born in 1906, 
1907, and sre still in operation. There are also those who 
begin later. For example there is a woman who was born in 1915 
and received her first Sere in 1949, 

Prostitution seems' to be on the increase but in many ways 


it serves a beneficial function. Platonic relationships do not 
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exist for Aruban boys and if an Aruban girl dates, the boy 
automatically thinks love is involved. They also believe that 
sex must accompany a relationship. This refers to a strong be= 
licf in machismo. Arubans are basically very strict with their | 
girls so many boys seek company of prostitutes. This serves a 
beneficial function since, if sex was not available in some 
forn, the incidence of rape would vsrobably inorease. | 

Drug Usage | 

It hua been waeoted that no figures are ovailable for 
narcotics offenses, purticularly marijuana (hash). Those taken 
. into custody are generally between the ages of 16-21 and are 
esually’ held for only 3-4 days. Violations of opium racmiaa tows 
do exist as can be seen on the reported ertininal statistics. 

Actual hard core drugs such as Herain have not been noted. 
Opium is available though certain channels, as is mescaline, _ 

@ hallucinatory drug. Cenerally marijuana is found fn the 
| greatest quantities and can be easily obtained. 

A few years ago there was the case of a farmer who had been 
growing marijuana and selling it. It seems that he received a 
two year jail sentence for such doings. 

Drug usage or shall I clerify that to read addictive drug 
usage (hard core drugs) is at a minimal. Soft core drugs such 
as marijuana, amphetamines and barbiturates are on the increase 
on Aruba much to the discontent of the adult society. 


Alcoholisn i 


The misuse of alcohol is the greatest single problem for 
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the police on Aruba. Arrests for drunkenness on Aruba are 
extremely common. Those taken in usually have caused some 
trouble or have been picked up off the streets. They are held 
only until the alcoho] leaves their body, until sober, 

The dnivistngs problem is extremely high. Everyone drinks, 
so it seems, and heavy drinking begins around 14 years of age. 
‘Sixteen is the legal drinking age but many start before. Luring 
carnival there's mord drinking but the people are cooperative 
and the noite are generally more lenient at this time since it 
is expected. . | 

The nightly binses usually do not cause danger. It is 
those behind the wheel, drunk, who cost lives, injuries and _ 
material damage. In 1968 475 persons were involved in drunken 
| accidents in a population of about 60,000 as compared to 349 
in Birmingham, England whose population is estimated at about 
one million. | 

Many cases involve police assists.,‘ Previous reports list 
car accidents, fights, d.mestic fights and other cases along 
“with public drunkezmess and drunken drivers. These reports 
“are broken dot: into the days of the week and the months of the 
year. Since the 1969 report only includes public drunkenness 
and drunken drivers, I will eliminate the other categories for 


1968. The reports are as follows. 
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Table V. Police Assists on Various Crimes--Hionthl; 

i c Drunxenness Drunken Driving 

1968 1969 196 1969 

$4 i Be pros. Me pros. prose Tle prose 
Janusry 110 LAT Le wen AD 12 = 5 
February 153 160 . 14 = 13 14 = 10 
Karch 141 160 6 - ill 15 -— 14 
April. Let 168 il = 8 9 = 20 
May es 126 184 " 14 = 9 LL ~ 29 
dune — 125 139 12 — 16 13 - 7 
July 108 Mees 8; 15 =- 20 oh 
August . 122 - 149 17 =- 16 20 =-— 8 
September 129 ti 8 -— 43 17 =~ 14 
October 136 99 & - 12 15 = 3 
November 128 le Cz el - 14 31 = 16 
December 193 134 - 16 25 - 13 


fotals T5995 ew pis) a7 






- Table VI Police Assista on Various Crimes--Dail 
rublic Drunkenness Drunken pvriving 
1963 . 1969 1968 i969 
res Y pros. Me pros. pros. nh. pros. 
_ Sunday ; 349 381 39 =- 47 48 - 53 
’ " Monday ; 233 _ 262 21 - 18 32 = 12 
Tuesday. 170. 268 14 -— 10 13 = 7 
| Wednesday 152 134 10 - 16 18 - 38 
Thursday — 162 160 12 =~ 16 15 = 4 
- . Friday . a 197 ll = 15 2l = 21 
‘Saturday ae 413 30 = 39 45 — 31 
Totals 1556 T7i5 147 - I6I7 135 + 


On the average, statistics show that the highest rates of 
assistance required on a case involving the misuse of alcohol 
for 1968 oceur in i e meanths of February, March and December 
whereas in 1969, in the months of April, May and September. 
There is no significant trend as to the months when more appar= 
ent drinking takes place. Over the days of the week, Saturday 
begirs a sharp rise continuing through Monday. Saturday and 
Sunday are the two highest days and Wednesday marks the lowest 
day for provlems fre. the misuse of alcohol. The hours of 


9P.M. and 4A.M. are regarded as those giving the most trouble 
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causing a concentrated burden on the police. From the infor- 
mation obtained, it is estimated that three policemen are occ- 
upied every hour handling situations arising from the misuse 
of alcohol. 
Aruba does have a branch of Alcoholics Anonymous. In 
many cases men g0 to the Probation -ffice seeking help end are 
sent to a doctor for treatment, These men are encouraged to 
attend AA meetings. These meetings are generally scheduled 
every night in different parts of the island and in different 
langueges to serve the necds of the people, 
-Bedgon 
Punishment is directed at persons viewed as havinz wronged 
society and the victin (when applicable) and these persons ere 
usually sent to prison. The prison on Aruba is located in the 
Dakota area and is extremely small. It hes a total capacity of 
seventy prisoners with separate sections for males, females and 
children. ‘The cell arrangements are either one, three or five. 
In no case are two prisoners put together in the same cell. 
The sentences served thers must not exceed eight months. If 
they do, the prisoners are sent to the main prison in Curacao. 
In special cases though, the Minister of Justice pay give per- 
mission to serve the sentence on Aruba. If the sentence is for 
too long a period of time, they must be sent to Curacao, 
The cells are extrezoly small and are furnished as follows; 
a chair, table to serve as desk, @ small cabinet (wooden) - 


style of a medicin: chest (I asswze for clothing), a bunk with 
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a canvas covering, a shower and toilet. The prisoners are 
responsible for cleaning their own cells and this may account 
for the apparent dirty condition of the prison. The men do 
not wear uniforms but their own clothing which they are also 
responsible for washing. | 

There are bars on the windows and electric wires surroun- 
ding the Plows (uire photographs in Appendix). 

The prison has an infirmary and a doctors office. The 
doctor comes twice a week and his office is small and appears 
to be outdated. The infirmary capacity is three. There are 


three beds each having a pillow and mattresses with obvious 


lumps. The infirmary is seldom used since if sickness arises, 


the prisoners are usuallly sent to the hospital for proper care. 


The prisca has a kitchen and a food storage room. There 


is a daily delivery of fresh bread. They do not have a cook, 
“instead, the prisoners act as their own cooks. 9A.M. is break~ 


fast and at 2:302.M. they have a warm meal. 


There is an arca for solitary confinement. The area is 
used for misbehevtsy. They claim to have no behavior problem 
so this areas generally vacant. In fact they clain that there 
was only one escape, a young boy, but after a few hours he was 
returned to the prison. The solitary confinement unit is small 
and dark. It does not have a bed but a wooden block, no toilet 
but a hole in the floor with root rests on the side. It lacks. 
a shower and has only a ont opening at top for some air and 


a minimum of light. There are two units with a connecting 
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central mak with an open (fenced) top. The prisoners are 
allowed out in the central unit (separately if two are there) 
for one hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon for 
fresh air and sunshine. 

The prison has four guards on night duty and during the 
day, an additional one in the kitchen and two extra in the work 
shop. There are also two in administration during the day, 

They work an eight hour shift with a five day work week. After 
the night shift, they receive three days off, 

Every other Sunday is visitors day. Prisoners are allowed 
to receive friends and relatives for. fifteen minute intervals, 
The setting is a small room with three tables and seven ehairs. 
fwo of tthe tables are together with three chairs on each side 
to divide priconers from visitors. There is no other dividing 
mechanism (such as oe or glass panel). The third table . 
and extra chair is set at the head of the others for the guard. 

: As far as working is concerned, the prisoners are not ob- 
liged to work but wish to, due to boredom of staying in a cell 
all day. The average working day is from 73:30A.M. to 2:30P.M. 
Even if the prisoners wish to work longer, they are not permitted 
to. The prisoners have a five day work week and do a variety 

of work. They try to suit individual interests when possible. 
This is where material culture comes in. 

They have a carpentry shop where Kwihi tables are nade. 

A section of the workshop is also used for welding. Step tables, 


four to a set, ere made by welding and the use of wooden tops. 
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Ifa prisoner is mechanically inclined, he may repair cars. 

On ocecasicn, children serve time and during this time they 

'. gometimes wash cars. They are able to play together but since 

they are usually there only a few days, «here may not be any 

other children present at the same time. 
.Ontside.work in the form of work teams is permitted upon 

request. “Ovcusionally they do work in the stadium in a tean 

of about 8-10 men accompenied by one guard. If the prisoner 

chooses: to remain in his cell, he mey make fish nets. There  ~ 


existe no organized program (instructional) in the prison. The 


ane men must teach each other. This is due generally to the fast 


~. turnover of prisoners and short sentences served. There are 


oem? ‘repenters in the prison end most serve for either theft 





Sor drunkenness. 2 
_Bhe wares (material culture) produced’are sold at a small. 
epeeh 4 to cover materials and electricity. This money is then 


_.. Baveu for the prisoner and given to him upon his release, The 


wees are sold to the general public since businessmen wish to 


make a araater profit on a prisoner's labor. The people come 


| @drewity 4 vo” the prison and are extremely satisfied. The table 


"sets ‘previously mentioned sell quickly and the average cost is 
-FL.20. | 
Library facilities are available and also recreational 
facilities at certain tjmes of the day. From 5P.¢. -6P.M, a 
volley ball game is organized in a heavily fenced and walled 


courtye:4.(c-9 photograph in Appendix) if there are enough 
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prisoners. At 7PsM. until 9P.M. they oceupy 2 small patio 
where they can play table tennis, cards, checkers, dominoes, 
etc. Durins the day this area is sometimes used as workspace, 
for example: for chair upholstery. Oni Sunday tha area is 
used for chapel. The Priest comes and the penches are then 
used for pews. . 

The general atmosphere of the arisen is one of quiet 
dirtiness. The whole place is in an apparent dirty condition | 
end I cannot find any logical reasoning cehind this. | 

The os prison is in Curacao and total capacity is approx— 
‘imately 198 prisoners. The prison also handles Bonaire, Saba, 
St. Maarten and St. Eustatius. The men and women also have 
separate units. The prison has eleven workshops and has clase 
ses for the prisoners. The prisoners are then able to learna 
trade. Such courses include welding and electrical training. 
‘Certificates are issued to qualified electricians after two 
years of training. The certificate bears no markings of the 
prison but comes directly from the government. The prison is. 
also willing to help men find jobs on their release. The pri-~ 
son also has educational instructions onee a week for those 
interested. | 
Probation and Juvenile Inetitutions 

The total personnel of the Probation Office consists of 
two female social workers and a secretary. They alone have a 
complete record of the jrisonera and other cases they handle. 


They conduct a social report which includes a study into family 
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relationships and problems encountered. At times a ‘dayciide.” 
trist report may be requested. This study is only conducted 
after the social report is completed. Rsychiatric services 
are at a minimal on Aruba and therefore are overloaded and 
. cannot handle as many cases as necessary and advisable. 
Bet “The Probation Office is more concerned with child care 
than anything else although its services do extend to prisoners. 
5 Ordinarily the probation visits are once a month. The Probation 
“office is a foundation subsidized by government funds. 
, In. many cases an offendent will ask for mercy and at times 


this is granted. Many receive conditional sentences and others 





 yegin serving time and complete this time with a conditional 
 gentence (generally for good behavior). A conditional sentence 
- §nvolves good behavior without any misbehavior, A conditiona} 
“sentence also has double time. For instance, if a sentence is 
for two years and a conditional sentence is granted, the sen- 
“tence wauld involve a four year probation period instead of 
serving the two years. If within this time, the offender 
* commits. a violation, he is obliged to complete his sentence in 
“prison, 

Ifa youth is in trouble there is no .place to send him or 
her. WNost of these are boys ages 12-14 but there is no place 
for them on Aruba. The prison in Dakota handles all ages but 
‘facilities are limited... The boys fo not need a prison but ra- 
ther a probationary institution in which they can continue their 


schoolwork and education (occupational). There are two 
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neti tibions in Curacao that handles young "wayward" boys | 
but there is really no place for girls. These institutions 
are not equipped to handle att those from Aruba either. They 
ean take some, but not as many as ubachenes for. 

The places for boys are GOG which handles boys between 
10-18 and Scherpenheuvel for those betwoon 12-18. They are both 
more of a correctional school with the educational purpose of 


Teernine a trade. The boys accepted are between 10-15. Any 


older thon 15 are not accepted since it is believed that they 


. (will not have sufficient time to learn a trade. after their. . 


training is completed, they work six months during the day and 


return to the institution at night. Most are released when 





they are eighteen put remain under counsel of ihe Probation 


--. Off4ee until they ere twenty-one. . 


- Imeldahof is a home for girls 1-12 in Curacao but is more 





SGeUL of an orphanage and place for those maltreated rather than an 


 dnstitution for those who commit juvenile offenses. Imeldahof 


"exhibits some evidence of material culture. The girls in the | 


-pome decorate calabash (gourd) shells to be used as ca andy 


"" aishes.. The profits received after sales are held in trust for 


- each gird until she is releassd from the home, 

: Many of the children on Aruba that commit offenses are 
mentally retarded. There wes 4 study conducted in 1963 cone 
cerned with children with offenses and the study revealed that 
60% of all children in the Netherlands Antilles are mentally 


retarded. At present there are no facilities for the mentally 
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retarded or for these specific children. They are planning. to 
construct an institution for mentally i11 children and adults 


on Aruba but these facilities will not ke extended to offenders. 


Conclusion 


The study gives a brief discussion on a particular sector 
of Aruban society but is not as complete as it could 0G. A 
complete study would involve much more time and would then be 
able to ve more intensive. As for a short sumiary I will only 
add that erimo does exist on Aruba although the average Aruban 
will say the rates are extremely low. The rates are not as 
low as some believe them to be. For Aruba, prostitution may 
not be that much of a problem since it plays a beneficial rolee 
No statistics are required to demonstrate that drinking of al- 


coholic beverages is widespread on Aruba. A walk through Sint 


‘Nicolaas at any time of the day or a visit to a home will ex~. 


hibit that. Prisons and correctional facilities arse at & mins” 
imum but with hopes for improvement. 


Increasing ccemplexity of Aruban life means increasing 


_ complexity to its problems. If the island is prepared to meet 


these complexities open mindedly, it will be able to look at 
its problems realisti ally and then try to solve them the best 
way possible. | 

As to my original question, I must concluded that Aruba 
has suffered an increas¢ in crime and other forms of deviant 
behavior due to the srowings seculsrization and complexity of 


human affairs along with other modern societies. 


Appendix A 
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The information obtained for this paper was received from 


4nformants on file in the Aruba Research Center. All are 


listed except those who requested anonymity. 


Other information was obtained from the annual police 


report but as previously mentioned such information has been 


faken ‘aut of direct céintext. Custody breakdowns were offered 


by the Office of the Prosecution. 
I wish to offer my sincerest thanks to all those who have 


helped me make this paper a reality. 


